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\Wisdom begins with wonder
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Why Choose an A Level in Philosophy,

Q: What do Malala Yousufzai, Tinie Tempah, Orlando Bloom, Katy Brand, Jake & Maggie
Gylenhaal, Rashida Jones, Jack Gleeson, Mayim Bialik and Martin Luther King have in
commor?

A:They all chasReligious Studies

wSt AIA2dza {GdzRASA OFy GF 1S &2dz Ayinoleft a2 I a
becoming a celebrity!

At A Level, Religious Studies works equally well with Arts/Humanities subjects and with
Science subgts; it is ideal if you want to become a Doctor or Lawyer, if you want to go into
Journalism, Business or Finance, Artificial Intelligence or into any profession which involves

pitching ideas, marketing thingspiking with culture and people.

Religious tadies is as good as any facilitating subject when it comes to university
applications. Both Oxford and Cambridge list Religious Studiegysintheir preferred
subjects.

In 2018 there were 17,265 A Level Religious Studies entries, double the numb&. 0290
Further Maths has grown faster in terms of numbers of A Level entries over the past decade.

Religious Studies develops highly marketable, transferable skills in analysis, evaluation and
persuasive writing.

Career Pathways:
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exploring thedifferent
opportunities that RE can
provide, orifyo@ R f A
find out more about real life :
stories and how Religious -
Studies benefits students an -
young professionals, have ¢ =
look at these videos:

Arun - My Future. My Career. My RE. Sena - My Future. My Career. My RE. Shermeen - My Future. My Career. My
RE.
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http://casestudies.reonline.org.uk/
http://casestudies.reonline.org.uk/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/my-future-my-career-my-re?tab=film

If you want to learn more about different skills related to RE, or different careers,

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/findcareerideas/explorejobs?f=/job-

A | Careers

pathways and opportunities, please go to:

subjects/religiousstudies

Furthereducation  Undergraduste  Postgraduate  Alternatives

EXPLORE JOBS

—

Religious studies

Knowledge of other cultures and world religious beliefs
can be useful in many jobs where you are working with
the public or communities. These include counselling and
social services, marketing, sales and advertising, catering
and hospitality, leisure, sport and tourism, retail sales and
customer services, education and training, medicine and
nursing, and service sector roles.

Careers using religious studies

Librarian
Librarans are responsible for the day-to-
day running of library services.

Nursery worker

Nursery workers look after small children.

r!- Primary school teacher
-

A hospital doctor cizgnoses and weats liness and disease in patients admitted w0 hospital

Primary school teachers teach children

from the ages of four to 11

Air cabin crew

Religious leader

Religious leaders offer support to Air cabin crew look after and keep ubkshing their work in newspapers

|

followers of their religion through spiritual airplane passengers safe. and online.

and moral guidance

TR Y W

Museum curators look after anc manage exhioitions.

Construction project manager Wedding planner

Construction project managers deal with
the day-to-day running of a construction
project

Wedding planners help organise
weddings.
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General practitionsrs (GFs) 202 COCTOrs WO provids MEC C3 S8y 0SS 10 people M thalr

Police officer
Police officers investigate and prevent

practice: crime.

Aid worker

workers provide support, food,

Human resources manager Youth and community worker

resources, and infrastructure to people in

Human resources managers deal with
recruitment. training and ratention of
staff.

ers provide
need

Secondary school teacher


https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?f=/job-subjects/religious-studies
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?f=/job-subjects/religious-studies
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?f=/job-subjects/religious-studies

An Introduction @othreeA Level

A A Level Religious Studies is made up of three compon€htsstianity, Philosophy of Religion
and Religious Ethics.

A Each one of these thremomponents are equally weighted 8% each.

A There are three exams (one for each component) at the end of yearamebeach of these are
two hours long.

A There is no courseork in this subject.

A We follow the Edugas exam board.

Essay Guidance

While studying the course, we will practice our essay writing skills, improving our ability to put
forward a written argumentWe write two different types of essay at A Level, a dpsige one (we
call that AO1) and an evaluation one (we call that AB@).now, we begin with usinge¢hTRADEC
skills you are used to, to practice our evaluation essays.

T—Thesis
Put forward your point of view on the statement. Do you agree/disagree?
R—Reasons

Using paragraphs, give 2 or 3 reasons why you hold your opinion. Remember to support the points
you make with evidence. Can you use Scripture? Can you research and see what a scholar has said~

A—Agree

In this paragraph, be specificaboutaNdg 2y 2NJ I INRBdzL) g K2 YAIKG | IANBS
For example, do Catholic Christians agree with you? Why? Does Dawkins agree with you? Why? Thi

Oy 0SS I KIFENR &aSO0A2y 27F @&2dzNJ Saaleéx AF &2dz Of vy
D—Disagree

Give 2 or 3 reasons why someone might disagree with the reasons you have given for your point of
view. Use paragraphs to lay these out and give evidence for their point of view. Why do they
disagree?

E— Evaluate

In this paragraph, youwantt6 A Y R K2f Sa Ay (GKS NBlFazya 3IAQBSy y
agree with their point of view, why is that? What have they said that you think is a weak argument?
Where does their evidence fall short?

C- Conclude

Summarise your point of view ancetBEST reason you have for it. Why is your point of view so much
better than any other? You really need to sell it to us.




General RE Activities

Bridging Activities to get you thinkimgitically and ethically.

Suggested Reading List

Brief IntroductoryReading

Blackburn, S. Think, OUP 2001

Craig, E. Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction, OUP 2002

Law, S. The Philosophy Files, Orion 2002; The Outer Limits, Orion 2003; The Philosophy Gym, Hodd
Headline 2003

Nagel, T. What Does It All Mean?, OUP 198 ifred 2004)

Warburton, N. Philosophy: The Basics (5th ed.), Routledge 2012

Philosophy

Gaarder, J. ( 12995) Sophie’s World |, London
Davies, B. (1993) An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion, Oxford: Oxford University Press
Anms, J. (1998) An Introduction to Plato’s Re
Chapters 910)

Ethics
Vardy, P.(1999) The Puzzle of Ethics, SCM Press
Norman, R. (1998) The Moral Philosophers, Oxford: Oxford University Press

Religious Thought:
McGrath, A. (2015) Christianity: An Introduction, Blackwell Publishing.

Reading List Tasks:

For each of the texts you read, summarise the key points in one of the following ways:

1 Write a review of the book, outlining which were thest useful sections and whether you
enjoyed the book/ why/ why not.

9 List any key terms from the text in a vocabulary list, researching their meanings (if not clear
from the text) and recording these.

1 Create a picture mindnap of the key ideas. Use doodisd images to illustrate these. For
a guide to minémapping, see this short video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLWVOXN7K1g



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLWV0XN7K1g

Video Resources and Tasks

Watch the videos below, choosing ottefocus on for your task. Write a list of discussion points/
guestions it raises. Choose (at least) one of your questions and draft at least three possible answers
that might be given.

https://www.ted.com/talks/kwame _anthony appiah_is_religion_good or_bad this is_a_trick que
stion/transcript#t22290 Ted Talk by Kwame Anthony Appidh religion good or bad? (This is a
trick question)

https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_horowitz/transcripfTed Talk by Damon Horow#aVe Need a
Moral Operating System

https://www.ted.com/talks/tom _honey on_god_and the tsunami/transcripéd Talk by Tom
Honey—Why Would God Create A Tsunami?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8MzPmidgUDebate: Atheist vs Christian (Christopher
Hitchens vs William Lane Craig)

Films/ TV:
Watch The Matrix (film). Note down your thoughts on the themes of truth, perception and reality.
Watch Lost (TV series). What moral and ethical points doesdisis?

Watch Sliding Doors (film). Do you think your life isgestined (set out for you) or can you control
your own fate?

Audio Resources:

Listen to The Moral Maze on BBC Radio 4. (Available programmes vary over time)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006gk11
Note down the key points of argument. Create a flow chart of the main points of discussion.

Listen to this episode of In Our Tinietp://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mwx64
Based on these arguments, is it possible to argue that God necessarily exists?

Listen to this episode of Thinking Allowédips://www.bbc.co.uk/programme/b099ypafHow
should we help people who are dying?

Listen to this podcast from Philosophy Now.
https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Free Will and the Brdio what extent can we excise free

will? List 10 examples of choices you have made in the last seven days. For each one, consider what
factors influenced your choice (habit, parents, media, friends, denaiion of consequences, etc).



https://www.ted.com/talks/kwame_anthony_appiah_is_religion_good_or_bad_this_is_a_trick_question/transcript#t-22290
https://www.ted.com/talks/kwame_anthony_appiah_is_religion_good_or_bad_this_is_a_trick_question/transcript#t-22290
https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_horowitz/transcript
https://www.ted.com/talks/tom_honey_on_god_and_the_tsunami/transcript
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8MzPmkNsgU
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk11
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mwx64
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b099ypqf
https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Free_Will_and_the_Brain

Written/ Reflection Tasks:

1. Consider your dfinitions of the following terms:
1 Truth

Reality

Good

Evil

Moral

God

Time

= =4 4 4 -4 -

For each concept, try to argue against your own definition. Can you see any flaws in your
ideas? How might they be criticised? What conclusions can you reach labwute
define the® concepts?

2. Listfivefacts that youknowto be true. For each one, explaiowyou know it to be
true. Are any of your “facts” uncertailf?
irrefutably (without question)?

3. Create a picture collage, poem, song, mindmor vision board which illustrates the
idea of “God”. Explain your choices of |fwo

explain where these have originated.

4. Create a fact file of the philosophers Plato, Aristotle and Aquinas. Include pictures,
key factsand a brief outline of their philosophical ideas.

5. Choose a story from the news that includes one of the following themes:

U Abortion

U Euthanasia

U Capital punishment

0 Humans'’ treat ment of ani mal s

Write a response to the story, considering several differesnis of view. To help with
this, you could consider the points of view of:
An atheist (someone who fervently believes there is no God)

An agnostic (someone unsure about religion and faith in God)
A committed Christian

A dying man
A child

= =2 =4 4 A




6. Consider whatgu already know about the Bible. How far do you think it can be used
in the following situations? Give reasons for your point of view.
a. To help people understand how the world came into being.
To teach people right from wrong.
To instruct what a person shid do about Euthanasia.
To teach people the meaning and purpose of life.
To inspire people in hard times.
To teach us about what God is like.

~®a00QT




Philosophy Task

Watch this debate between William Lane Craig @ilistopheitchens

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0XRQd9YOU

The video is called

William LaneCraig vs. Christopher Hitchens T T
| "Does God Exist?" | Biola University

L e A 4 4
" DOES-GOD.EXISE?
WILLIAVDEANE CRAIG VS, "CHRISTOPHER HITCI_-IEl\iS
”‘ April 4, 2009/ + Biola University .

By-biolavedu

If you watch from 12 minutes you will see William
LaneCraig andChristopherHitchens being introducec i oy - oo Hehens [ Does God Bxstr | iola

William Lane Craig is a Gitian andChristopher IS e 2.0 2000 e §lie B suare =
Hitchens was a & Atheist RF  Ressonabiranor

Structure of the talk

The lecture is quite long and so you may wish to watch this in stages. They talk for 20
minutes each and then va a right of reply each.

William Lane Craig starts at 13 minutes

ChristopheHitchens starts at 33minutes and 30 seconds

Williams Lane Craig replies @hristopheHitchens from 54 minutes and 15 seconds
1 ChristopheHitchens replies to William Lane Créigm 1hr and 7 minutes

= =4 A

From one hour 20 minutes there is a cross examination that you may wish to watch.

Having watched the vided&/rite a response to the following question:
“Should people believe in God?”
In your answer you should:

1 Demonstrate understading of several different viewpoints

Give clear reasons for each perspective

|l nclude evidence to support the point
Give examples to justify your answer

Reach a clear and justified conclusion

= =4 =4 A
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0XRQd9YOUM

Practice Philosophy Essay Questions

Use the TRAOElayout to create an essay arguing your point of view on the following topics.

1. 'People have to suéf to learn what goodness 80 marks)
This weblink might help you to create an argument on this.

https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/problesof-evil--suffering.html

2. 'The vast amount of evidence of design in our universe shows that God mus{&Xistarks)

This weblink might help you to create an argumentthis.

https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/desiegrgument.html

11



https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/problem-of-evil--suffering.html
https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/design-argument.html

Religion Task

Our studed religion is Christianity and a good background knowledge of the Bible is
important and therefore this is what your task is based on.

The Bible Project Series douTubewill help you with this.

https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/playlists

The Bible Project &
1,388,787 subscribers

HOME VIDEOS PLAYLISTS COMMUNITY CHANNELS ABOUT Q >

|

Y

| would recommend the Biblical Themes playlist which is about 1 hour 30 minutes long if
you watch every video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzWpaOgos®list=PLHO0Szn1lyYNec
HZjVHooeb4BSDSeHhEoh

Biblical Themes
The Bible Project- 1/ 16

Ll
]

The Way of the Exile
The Bible Project

Exile

Y% The Bible Project
EXiL 5:11

Heaven & Earth
The Bible Project
T 6:43 |

God

The Bible Project

GOD 8:10

m Holy Spirit

2 i 3 EE The Bible Project
r

€ p » o o001/519 [ Holiness

Using these videos and your own additional research you need to find out about the
following Biblical stories, events or characters.

12



https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzWpa0gcPyo&list=PLH0Szn1yYNec-HZjVHooeb4BSDSeHhEoh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzWpa0gcPyo&list=PLH0Szn1yYNec-HZjVHooeb4BSDSeHhEoh

1. The Story of the Fall?

What happens?

How does this story link with Christiadeas about Jesus?

2. The story of Exile

Where, when and why were the Israelites exiled to?
What does the prophet Jeremiah teach about exile in Babylon?

What is the link with Jesus?

3. The Suffering Servant passages of Isaiah

Who was Isaiah?
Whatisthebak gr ound to | saiah’s writings?
What does Isaiah write about the suffering servant?

What is the link with Jesus?

4. The Prophets (there is a Bible project video called prophets)

What do prophets do? Who are they?
What do they teach about the covenant?

What isthe Day of the Lord? What is the link with Jesus?

5. The Messiah
What does the Old Testament teach about the Messiah?
Why do Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah?

What Jewishexpectations of the Messiah does Jesus not fulfil?

6. Jesus
Whataretheman events in Jesus'’ | i fe?
What does Jesus teach in the Sermon on the Mount?

What does Jesus mean when he calls himself the Son of Man?
What is the day of the Lord?

13




Practice Christianity Essay Questions

Use the TRADEC layout to create an essay arguing gimtirop view on the following topic&/ou
may recognise some of these topics from your GCSE. Lots of the topics we look at, at A Level are

similar to the GCSE ones.

I f 1  wer e amswer first, fordabopt b minutes) thinking about these things

A Work backwards. What is your conclusion? Do you agree or disagree, and what is your main
reason?

A Then think of other reasons to support your point of view. Give specific examples. Can you
use a Bible verse (i.e. Easter celebrates the death of Jesusiwlneimd in the Gospel..).

A What reasons might someone have for disagreeing with you. Can you think of two? Can you
back up their point of view with an example?

A Why is their point of view rubbish?

Essay Questions

1. * The stories of dlemnscue 't hbatr tJhe ssthso wanso Govd '’
2. "The doctrine of the Trinity is essential

3. " People should be baptised as infants acc

14

30

rodi




Ethics Task

Thought Experiments:

http://www.philosophyexperiments.com/fatman/

http://moralmachine.mit.edu/

https://i09.gizmodo.com/9philosophicathought-experimentsthat-will-keep-you-
1340952809

1. Carry out some of the above activities.

2. Write a written reflection of the moral questions that each one raises, and how you
might respond to these.

3. Trytolis your own “mor al TeyamddevtiteawoundB80.ul es

4, Can you imagine any exceptions to your

5. Write your own response to the following question:

Gl 2¢ akKz2dZ R ¢S RSOARS (KS NARIKG GKAYy3I G2
In your answer you should:
1 Include a range of different opinions
Justify your answer with a range of reasons

1
1 Include examples to illustrate your point
1 Reach a justified conclusion

15
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http://www.philosophyexperiments.com/fatman/
http://moralmachine.mit.edu/
https://io9.gizmodo.com/9-philosophical-thought-experiments-that-will-keep-you-1340952809
https://io9.gizmodo.com/9-philosophical-thought-experiments-that-will-keep-you-1340952809

Practice Ethics Essay Questions

Use the TRADEC layout to create an essay arguing your point of viewfoliaeng topics. These
may be more challenging as they might be entirely new to you. Please use the internet to research

the topics before writing. There are lots of resources available online.

To aid your research and learning, this website has losssbns, resources and revision. Use the

options on the left to find the relevant topic to your question:

https://www.quodvultdeus.com/alevelethics.html

1. " Situation Et hibcesh apvrioomiort’e s viamnuoartael t hi s vi

This links to the topic of situation ethics.

2. ' Vi Thearyes usefulwhenfacedwithamorald i | e @®a’

This links to the topic of virtue theory.

3. ' N a tLawisarn excellentsystemfor makingmoraldecisiondod a (30)

This links to the topic of natural law.

4. " Ut i | i istaaweakto woskin contemporarys o ¢ iEeatuatehisview (30)

This links to the topic of utilitarianism.

16



https://www.quodvultdeus.com/a-level-ethics.html

Religious Education Suggested Reading Lli

The Philosophy Ei$— Stephen Law

The Philosophy GymStephen Law

The God DelusioARichard Dawkins

The Book of Joy

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly

The Sage Train (comparison of philosophers, and how ideas are releWioky Hansell
The Left Hand of God

| am Malala

Does my head look big in this?

The History of Religion

The Story of God Karen Armstrong

My Si st e+JbdsPicKkute per

So p hi e’ sshistdfpaf thedgre&t philosophérsJostein Gaarder

The Solitaire Mystery Jostein Gaarder

Time Riders (A grougf children travel time fixing the worldlink to Genesis) Alex Scarrow
Life of Pi

The Little Prince

You Kant make it up

A Monster Calls (death and bereavement)

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (a lot of parallels to Christiar@$) Lewis
Screw tapdetters—CS Lewis

Mi dni ght ' s -fathiellgidns)en (i nter

The Book Thief (Hiding and helping Jewish people during the Holocaust)

The Lord of the Rings (Problem of Evil, Conflict between death and immortality)
The Promise-Eva Schloss

A Rumour of Wafpersonal experience of war, bravery and sacrifiecBhilip Caputo
Noughts and CrossesMalorie Blackman

The Story of God Robert Winston

God is not great Chris Hitchens

An atheists History of BeliefMatt Kneal

Discovering God Rodney Stark

The Dée Man - George Cockcroft

17




RE at the Movies

U

Comparison of traditional Disney vs modera.g Snow White and FrozerGender roles

The Miracle Maker*
The Prince of Egypt*
The Hunchback of Notre D

PG

Life of Pi

He Named me Malala*
Mama Mia

Hidden Figures
Remember the Titans
The Hiding Place

Gandhi

Evan Almighty*

The Chronicles of Narnia*
Superman*

The Truman Show*

A Walk to Remember
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
Blade runner

12

Million Dollar Baby
My Big Fat Greek Wedding
Bend it Like Beckham
The Help

Bruce Almighty*
Invictus

Minority Report

Dirty Dancing

| Robot

Freedm Writers
Selma*

Hotel Rwanda*

12A

The Adjustment Bureau*
Inception

Angels and Demons
The DaVinci Code

The Two Popes

The Life of Jesus
The Life of Moses
Prejudice

Journey of internal discovery
Equality, Forgiveness, Human Rights
Marriage and Families

Gender Roles, Equality

Racism

Christian faith during the Holocaust
Peace and Conflict

Noah’' s Ark

Christian symbolism

Christian symbolism

Free Will Nature of God
Atonement

Prejudice

What does it mean to be human?

Euthanasia; Problem of suffering
Marriage and Families

Sikhism, Racism, Sexuality, Families
Equality, Human Rights, Gender
Nature of God

Equality, Human Rights, Apartheid
Crime and Punishment

Abortion

Free Will

Tolerance

Equality, Martin Luther King
Genocide, Peace and Conflict

Free Will, Nature of God
Free Will, Determinism
Chiistian symbolism
Christian symbolism
The Vatican
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Noughts and Crosses
Hacksaw Ridge*

A Time to Kill

The Shawshanke@emption*
Let Him Have It

The Railway Man

A Short Stay in Switzerland*
East is East*

The Matrix*

Four Weddings and a Funeral
Dead Man Walking
Slumdog Millionaire
Kingdom of Heaven

TV Shows

The Sory of God

The Good Place

God Friended me

Vicar of Dibley

The Crown (season 3, episode 3)
Dr Who

Britain's Gay
The Big Questions

Muslims like us

F

RE in Music

Blinded by your Grace
Family Portrait

The Grave

Unfaithful

Fall From Grace

Holy War
Enola Gay
World Peace
God

Let ' s
Stole
Blackbird
Same Love
Hallelujah
Anthem
Zombie

Tal k abou

Equality

Peace and Conflict
Social injustice

Crime and Punishment
Crime and Punishment
Peace and Conflict
Euthanasia, Problem of Suffering
Islam, Catolicism

Free Will, Determinism
Weddings, Death
Capital Punishment
Selfreflection, Justice
The Crusades

Comparison of faiths
The Afterlife
Conversion
Women in the Church
Problem of Suffering
Philosophy andthics
oot bal | er sSexuality, Equality
Moral, ethical philosophical issues
Life as a British Muslim

Stormzy

Pink

Don McLean
Rhianna

The Lunar Pilots
Alicia Keys
OMD

Rhianna

John Lennon
FalSte x' n
Kelly Rowland
The Beatles
Macklemore
LeonardCohen
Leonard Cohen
The Cranberries

Pepa

19

Nature of God, Salvation
Divorce

Effects of War
Relationships

Effects of War

Holy War

Nuclear War

Padfism

Faith

Sexual Relationships
Problem of Suffering
Response to death of MLK
Sexuality

Faith and Love

Faith and Hope in Darkness
Problem of suffering




If you would like to get in touch, have anm
further support, please contact Miss Clegmo

Mrs Chan@enith at:

sclemo@Dbluecoatsch

r.chandi@bluecoatscr

M0 Coventry Blue Cost C of E School Wy

j* \' : @,_fjv”g’éw
RE Department

"'; LNING LIFE N ALL 7S FULLNESS.
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